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Hi Friends!
It’s May in Memphis and the weather is beautiful! My family and 
I have been spending more time outside, planting, cooking and 
playing...and we’ve noticed a lot of bees and flowers in our 
neighborhood. I love learning about bees and how they help 
all living creatures survive on earth by providing honey and by 
pollinating flowering crops like apples, asparagus, avocados, 
blueberries, broccoli, cherries, citrus crops, and melons, just 
to name a few.   Bees need flowers for food, and flowers and all 
other living things need bees for food. Have you ever seen a bee 
house? You can make your own for your backyard, just turn to 
page 25 and follow the easy instructions!

We’ve had incredible feedback on my new E-Zine, which is
making it easier for parents and educators to teach and
entertain kids! Just go to www.jabberblabber.com, click on this 
month’s magazine and print any page as a worksheet to use at 
home and/or in classroom. Each issue provides hours of fun, 
educational activities for children of all ages. 

Thanks to our loyal sponsors you see throughout, who share our 
mission and who help provide this Jabberblabber E-zine to over 
52,000 subscribers, including parents and teachers, throughout 
the Mid South. Please consider giving them a call or visit the 
next time your family needs their services. 

Remember to BE GREEN LIKE ME every day and enjoy yourself 
in May!

Peace and Love,
Jabberblabber

Helping Children 
Live Healthy & Happy!

Jabberblabber is published monthly by Jabberblabber, Inc.
415 South Front, # 114 • Memphis, TN  38103 • 901.278.5002

www.jabberblabber.com  •  jabberblabberlovesu@gmail.com
Facebook: Jabberblabber Family Magazine

instagram: @jabberblabberfamilymagazine

Editor: Theresa Andreuccetti     Art Director: Nikki Schroeder
Contributing Writer: Gerard J. Billmeier, Jr., M.D. 

Sponsorship Sales: Theresa Andreuccetti and Samantha Dunn  
Jabberblabber Contributing Artists: 

Karen Masel, Bev Hart and Beverly Holmgren

?  Jabberblabber planted a tomato plant.
It’s hidden somewhere in this E-zine.

See if you can help him find it.

Creators / Editors, Theresa Andreuccetti,
and Nikki Schroeder with

Meme and Jabberblabber.



“Be My Pen Pal”(see page 5), is a popular and regular feature 
in Jabberblabber E-Zine. Children from all over the Mid-South 
write letters to Jabberblabber, and he writes EVERYONE back! 
This fun exercise helps children with letter writing, handwriting 
and communication skills and gives them an opportunity to 
send and receive mail through the United States Postal 
Service (USPS). 

Dear Jabberblabber,
I want to be your pen pal because...I like to get my own mail. 
My favorite subject is...biology and science.
My favorite book is...”The girl who drank the moon”.
My favorite time to read is...at bedtime.
My question for you is...what’s your favorite book?
Sincerely,
Bethany Simmons, age 12, Germantown TN

Dear Jabberblabber,
I want to be your pen pal because...you are nice and write
me back.
My favorite subject is...art.
My favorite book is...”Farmer Boy”.
My favorite time to read is...at school.
My question for you is...how much food do you eat every day?
Sincerely,
Jacob Scherner, age 8, Memphis TN

Dear Jabberblabber,
I want to be your pen pal because...reading and writing is fun.
My favorite subject is...English.
My favorite book is...”Diary of a wimpy kid”.
My favorite time to read is...before I go to sleep.
My question for you is...Where do you live?
Sincerely,
Kalita Jackson, age 9, Bartlett TN

Dear Jabberblabber, 
I want to be your pen pal because...it’s fun. 
My favorite subject is...playing.
My favorite book is...”Good Night Moon”.
My favorite time to read is...in bed when my mom reads with me.
My question for you is...do you like babies?
Sincerely,
Adriana Watson, age 5, Southaven MS

4

https://malco.com/


5



6



a Jabberblabber bookmark, folder, sticker &

ART CENTER GIFT 
CERTIFICATE FOR $25

MAY 2022 CONTEST
PRINT, COLOR & SEND in your masterpiece for the

UCOLORIT random drawing!

  Name 
  _______________________________

  Address 
  _______________________________

  City 
  _______________________________
   

  State________      Zip_____________            

  Age________ (No age limit!) 

7

WIN
Fill in your info and mail to:

Jabberblabber
415 South Front, #114
Memphis, TN  38103
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https://msdmemphis.com/


JUNE 2-4 Brought to you by 

Chuck Hutton Chevrolet

Marquette Park  |  Presented by Holy Rosary Parish
Thursday: 4pm - 11pm  |  Friday & Saturday: 11am - 11pm

THE LUIGI 5K - THURSDAY, JUNE 2 | 6:30PM
For a list of complete events visit:

memphisitalianfestival.org

“A little taste of Italy right here in Memphis!”

Enter our car raffle to win a
2022 Chevrolet Equinox LS!
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https://www.instagram.com/artcentermemphis/


THE IMPORTANCE OF READING TO KIDS DAILY
New research shows the difference between reading to kids at home from birth

and not reading to them at all is more than a million words by kindergarten.
Young children whose parents read them five books a day enter kindergarten having heard about 1.4 million more words than kids 
who were never read to, a new study found.

This “million word gap” could be one key in explaining differences in vocabulary and reading development, said Jessica Logan, 
lead author of the study and assistant professor of educational studies at The Ohio State University.

Even kids who are read only one book a day will hear about 290,000 more words by age 5 than those who don’t regularly read 
books with a parent or caregiver.

“Kids who hear more vocabulary words are going to be better prepared to see those words in print when they enter school,” said 
Logan, a member of Ohio State’s Crane Center for Early Childhood Research and Policy.

“They are likely to pick up reading skills
more quickly and easily.” 

Here’s how many words kids
would have heard by the time
they were 5 years old:

Never read to, 4,662 words;
1-2 times per week, 63,570 words;
3-5 times per week, 169,520 words;
daily, 296,660 words; and
five books a day, 1,483,300 words.

“The word gap of more than 1 million
words between children raised in a 
literacy-rich environment and those who
were never read to is striking,” Logan said.

Full article at 
https://ehe.osu.edu/news/listing/importance-reading-kids-daily-0

Jabberblabber reading puppet
coming in 2022!

to get the latest email updates.

CLICK HERE
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JABBERBLABBER RECOMMENDS:
Thurman Goes Green:

A Turtle’s Guide for a Cleaner Planet.
by Artie Knapp

Click the book cover to the right to
read all about it!

https://ehe.osu.edu/news/listing/importance-reading-kids-daily-0
https://jabberblabber.com/sign-up/
https://www.amazon.com/Thurman-Goes-Green-Turtles-Cleaner/dp/1953652840/ref=sr_1_1?crid=NUJBH5RXKQD4&keywords=artie+knapp&qid=1648738140&s=books&sprefix=artie+knapp%2Cstripbooks%2C63&sr=1-1
https://ehe.osu.edu/news/listing/importance-reading-kids-daily-0


DR.BMAY TOPIC: 
ORGANIC FOODS
AND YOUR CHILD’S DIET
By Gerard J. Billmeier, Jr., M.D., FAAP

According to a recent clinical study by the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), organic foods have no more nutritious value than 
conventional foods. However, organic foods may have unique advantages for growing children and even the unborn fetus when the use of 
pesticides, hormones and antibiotics is considered in food production.

The AAP report points out the conclusive finding that conventional foods have more pesticide residue than organic foods, and the data
 suggest adverse health effects from such pesticides in children, pregnant women and farm workers. Certain conventionally-grown 
vegetables and fruits contain more residual pesticides than others. A few conventionally grown foods known to contain higher levels of 
pesticides include apples, celery, sweet bell peppers, grapes and lettuce. When affordable, these food choices should be selected from 
organic farms.

Whenever possible, it is also recommended that organic poultry and pork be used in children’s diets since non-therapeutic antibiotics are 
prohibited in organic meats, thus reducing the chance for drug resistant bacteria in meats.

Certain “organic” milk products are labeled “B-H free” which denotes they are free of bovine growth hormone. This hormone is biologically 
inactive in humans and thus not a toxic concern. Of great concern, however, is the consumption of “raw milk” or unpasteurized milk which 
contains bacteria that potentially cause disease in children.

Reading Food Labels

• USDA Organic: These foods contain only organically produced ingredients and do not contain pesticides, synthetic fertilizers, hormones
or antibiotics. Animal products must meet health and welfare standards, be fed on 100% organic feed and have access to the outdoors.

• Made with Organic Ingredients: Must be made from at least 70% organic ingredients.

• Natural: No artificial ingredient or added color and only minimal processing. (Label must explain.)

• Free Range: Outside access must be afforded to poultry.

• No Hormones: Label must include the statement - “Federal regulation prohibits the use of hormones.”

• No Antibiotics: If documented by the USDA, the statement “No antibiotics added” may be used on meat and poultry products.

• “Health Foods”: A general term that may be applied to natural, organic foods or regular foods that have undergone less processing 
than usual, such as stone-ground or whole-grain flours.

In summary, although organic foods cost up to
40% more than conventionally produced foods,
there are some health benefits for children in
avoiding or minimizing the presence of pesticides,
antibiotics and hormone derivatives. Overall,
however, there is no nutritional advantage
comparing organic with conventional food products.

For parents, the first priority is feeding your children
healthful foods. Provide them a diet rich in fruits
and vegetables, fiber in the form of whole grains,
and low fat foods for children 2 and above.
If organic foods can be afforded, purchase those
foods you feel best about.

Adapted from the AAP clinical report,
Organic Foods: Health and Environmental
Advantages and Disadvantages, and
the USDA National Organic Program. 
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EVERGREEN THEATER 1705 POPLAR AVE

BY RICK CUMMINS AND JOHN SCOULLAR
BASED ON THE BOOK BY ANTOINE DE SAINT-EXUPÉRY

COPYRIGHT ©1943 AND RENEWED 1971 BY HARCOURT BRACE & CO.

CUMMINS AND SCOULLAR’S

MAY 6  7:00 PM
MAY 7  3:00 PM & 7:00 PM
MAY 8   3:00 PM

“produced by special arrangement with the DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY of Woodstock, Illinois”

PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE SUNFISHCT.COM
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https://sunfishct.com/
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Answers on page 23
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16 Answers on page 32



See if you can find the 9 differences in the two photos.
Answers on page 30
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Grandparent of the Month – Joyce Casada
Joyce Casada was born on a farm outside of Springfield, Missouri and moved to Kirby Pines from her 
Memphis home. She has two children, three grandchildren and three great-grands.

Joyce graduated in 1956 from Southwest Missouri State with a Bachelors Degree in Education. She worked 
35 years as an elementary school teacher. She says she started teaching at age 17 in a one room schoolhouse 
with grades 1 thru 8 in Missouri. She went on to teach in a consolidated school, Memphis City Schools and 
Memphis Hebrew Academy. She also taught children’s Bible classes for over 50 years.

Her hobbies include sewing, knitting, crocheting, quilting, art and singing - she was a member of the Sweet 
Adeline’s for 26 years.

Her favorite vacation was a trip to Yellowstone when the children were teenagers. Joyce collects China, 
pretty glass dishes and odds & ends, antiques and railroad memorabilia. Her late husband was a railroad 
signalman.

Congratulations Joyce, for being Jabberblabber’s Grandparent of the Month!

GRANDPARENTS WORD SEARCH PUZZLE
Back To School Time

Find the words hidden in the grid of letters.
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BELL
CAFETERIA
CALCULATOR
DESK
GLOBE
GYM
HOMEWORK
LIBRARY
LUNCHBOX
MATH
PENCILS
PLAYGROUND
PRINCIPAL
QUIZ
READING
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Grandparents of the Month – Gay & Bill Ramia
Bill and Gay Ramia came to Kirby Pines from their previous residence in Collierville. 
Married for 63 years, they have three children, seven grandchildren and eleven great 
grands.

Bill had a long career with the United States government in the Treasury Department. 
Later, he was a regional director of a firm as a banking consultant. Gay was a full-time 
homemaker.

A veteran, Bill served in the U.S. Army. He was assigned to ammunitions and earned the 
rank of corporal before his discharge.

As a homemaker, Gay developed a love for sewing and enjoys quilting. She also enjoys 
creating craft projects.

Bill and Gay enjoy old movies such as Gone with the Wind and Casablanca. Their favorite 
music genre is oldies but goodies. They should enjoy our movies and the monthly music 
programs scheduled here at Kirby. They also enjoy cheering for the LSU Tigers.

Congratulations Bill & Gay, for being Jabberblabber’s Grandparents of the Month!

GRANDPARENTS WORD SEARCH PUZZLE

BAMBOO
BOTANY
BUSH
CROP
ENERGY
FERN
FLOWER

Plant
Terms

Find the words hidden
in the grid of letters.
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https://kirbypines.com/
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UPCOMING
PLAY SLAM! | PLAY SLAM! | YOUNG PLAYWRIGHTS FESTIVAL |  MAY 14-15YOUNG PLAYWRIGHTS FESTIVAL |  MAY 14-15

SUMMER CONSERVATORY | SUMMER CONSERVATORY | DESIGN & TECH  INTENSIVE |  JUNE 6-17DESIGN & TECH  INTENSIVE |  JUNE 6-17
SUMMER CONSERVATORY | SUMMER CONSERVATORY | STORY DRAMA: THE COLOR MONSTER |  JUNE 13-17STORY DRAMA: THE COLOR MONSTER |  JUNE 13-17

SUMMER CONSERVATORY | SUMMER CONSERVATORY | KINDERDRAMA: MIXED: A COLORFUL STORY |  JUNE 13-17KINDERDRAMA: MIXED: A COLORFUL STORY |  JUNE 13-17
SUMMER CONSERVATORY | SUMMER CONSERVATORY | ACTING INTENSIVE|  JUNE 20-JULY 1ACTING INTENSIVE|  JUNE 20-JULY 1

RIDDLE
Be the first to email us the answer to receive a $35 discount on one of our Summer Conservatory sessions.Be the first to email us the answer to receive a $35 discount on one of our Summer Conservatory sessions.

education@playhouseonthesquare.orgeducation@playhouseonthesquare.org

“What do you call a dog on the “What do you call a dog on the 
beach in the summer?”beach in the summer?”

THEATRE FACT
MAY 2022

Playhouse on the Square’s Theatre Education Playhouse on the Square’s Theatre Education 
Department was formed in 1985, and we now serve Department was formed in 1985, and we now serve 

close to 30,000 students in Memphis, Shelby County, close to 30,000 students in Memphis, Shelby County, 
and beyond! Come join us this summer for our and beyond! Come join us this summer for our 

Summer Youth Theatre ConservatorySummer Youth Theatre Conservatory!!

WWW.PLAYHOUSEONTHESQUARE.ORGWWW.PLAYHOUSEONTHESQUARE.ORG
Youth Theatre School (2022)Youth Theatre School (2022)

ACTIVITY
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http://playhouseonthesquare.org


Answers to Jokes on pg 15:
1. Because they use honey combs!  2. An investigator!  3. A watch dog!  4. Because he felt crummy  5. They wave!

At the Kirby Pines
Easter Egg Hunt
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At the Harbor Town
Easter Egg Hunt
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https://2pawsdesigns.com/diy-bee-hotel-tutorial/
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http://jasonsdeli.com
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Over 28,000 Shelby County adults have taken our 

Stewards of Children sexual abuse prevention and 

response training. When you take the training, you join 

a network of adults empowered to keep kids safe. 

Contact Kris at kcrim@MemphisCAC.org or 

901.888.4363 to schedule training for you or your 

organization. Visit MemphisCAC.org to learn more. 

Upcoming Virtual Sessions:

Saturday, May 21, 9:00 am – 11:30 am

Wednesday, June 1, 1:00 pm – 3:30 pm

Saturday, June 18, 9:00 am – 11:30 am

Join 28,000 neighbors committed to her protection.

http://otherlandscoffeebar.com/
http://memphiscac.org
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https://www.memphisstormwater.com/


ANSWERS
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